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CITY OF GREATER SUDBURY FIREARMS REGULATION TASK FORCE
INFORMATION SESSION AND PUBLIC INPUT

WARD 6

Council Chamber, Tom Davies Square Tuesday, September 13, 2005
200 Brady Street, Sudbury Commencement: 7:05 p.m.

Chair DR. DARREN STINSON, MEMBER, FIREARMS
REGULATION TASK FORCE, CHAIR

Present Councillor Bradley, Member, Firearms Regulation Task Force;
R. Polsky, Member, Firearms Regulation Task Force; J. Rivet,
Member, Firearms Regulation Task Force; Councillor Reynolds
- Ward 6

City Officials F. Bortolussi, Planning Committee Secretary

Media Sudbury Star, MCTV

Welcome and
Opening Remarks

Dr. Darren Stinson welcomed the approximately ten (10)
people in attendance and advised the purpose of the meeting
was to give the public an opportunity to provide comments and
suggestions on the proposed by-law to regulate the discharge
of firearms and other weapons in the City of Greater Sudbury.

PUBLIC INPUT

Submissions were heard in the order that they appeared on
the Speaker’s List.

Gord Slade
Sudbury

Gord Slade advised he has had experience with firearms since
he was 12 years old.  He stated, in his opinion, a by-law is not
necessary because of the existing federal and provincial
regulations and the Criminal Code of Canada.  He is not aware
of any charges laid under any of the existing firearms by-laws.
He indicated that Manitoulin Island does not have a firearms
by-law although they have 25,000 deer hunters using high
powered rifles during deer season.  

Mr. Slade stated that if it is decided that a by-law is necessary
there should be some changes.  He feels the word ‘firearms’
should be changed to ‘rifles’ allowing for shotguns and bows
to be used in a proper way and a discharge distance of 200
yards is adequate for shotguns, pellet guns and bows.  Also,
‘within 
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Gord Slade
Sudbury (continued)

1.6 kilometres of any dwelling house’ should be replaced by
1.6 kilometres towards any dwelling house’.  Another change
would be, rather than one regulation for the whole City, maps
be provided outlining specific areas where hunting is not
allowed.  He does not feel Sudbury hunters need a code of
behavior.

Mr. Slade also indicated that there is a problem which geese
in the City and feels that any new by-law should deal with
controls hunting.  This would reduce the problems on lakes,
playing fields, golf courses, etc. and geese can be harvested
for food kitchens.  He also feels there could be an economic
benefit if hunters are allowed to come into the City to hunt
geese in farmers’ fields.   

Jerry Laframboise
Robin Street, 
Sudbury

Gerry Laframboise is a member of the Nickel District Skeet &
Trap Club.  She wants to make sure that, if there will be a new
by-law, the task force takes into consideration existing clubs
already regulated by other shooting regulations.

Brad St. Jean
Naughton

Brad St. Jean stated that with respect to the Walden area, 1.6
kilometre distance near a major highway can be considered.
However, in more wilderness areas such as behind Creighton
where everyone shoots and no one complains, this distance
should not apply.

Joanne Dowdall
Worthington

Joanne Dowdall belongs to the Crean Hill Gun Club and feels
it should have a special exemption being in Worthington.  She
is a hunter who provides for her family by hunting wild game.
She stated there are still many people who hunt to eat as they
feel it is a healthier choice.  The proposed by-law would
prevent this.  They have been hunting for years and now
because they have become part of the City of Greater Sudbury
this privilege will be denied them if the proposed by-law is
passed although they will not receive other benefits such as
transit service.  She feels a discharge distance of 500 feet from
a building is adequate.

Dan Canapini
Soloy Drive
Sudbury

Dan Canapini stated he is disappointed in the way the public
input meetings were scheduled saying they are too close
together, during hunting season and not well advertised.
There should be more people at this meeting as this is a very
important issue.

Dan Canapini Soloy Drive
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Sudbury (continued) The Chair advised that as the Task Force has to have a report
to Council by January or February of 2006, this was the best
time for meetings.  If meeting were held in the summer,
attendance would be poor because of vacations.  If they were
held later, it would be in deer, moose and bear hunting season.

John Signoretti
Leedale Avenue
Sudbury

John Signoretti feels that it is important that City Council
understand there is no reason to change the way things are
and a change would not make common sense.  The present
laws are sufficient.  He indicated it is a very emotional issue.
He also indicated that the gun clubs will probably have to close
if no provision for exemption is made for them.

The Speakers’ List now complete, the Chair asked if there was
anyone present who wished to address the Task Force.

Lorne Romanko, Jr.
Agincourt Avenue
Sudbury

Lorne Romanko, Jr. stated that the ranges of different types of
weapons have to be looked at; 1/4 mile being an adequate
discharge distance for a shot gun and one mile for a high
powered rifle.  He also feels that the laws should stay the way
they are.

Tom Dolan
Paul Street
Whitefish

Tom Dolan also feels things should be left as is.  There are
laws already in place: the provincial and federal laws, the
Criminal Code of Canada and trespassing laws.  It is important
that people post their property to prevent trespassing and
hunting.  Hunters have knowledge, respect and common
sense.  He feel complaints are mainly for noise. 

Lorne Romanko, Sr.
Downland Avenue
Sudbury

Lorne Romanko, Sr. indicated he feels this issue has been
generated by the legal department and is not so much for
safety as it is for management or administrative purposes.   At
amalgamation, the City became a large entity and the flexibility
that existed in the smaller local communities disappeared.  He
stated that hunters are reasonable people who know they can
not hunt in a residential area or near roads and there are
already federal and provincial regulations.  He indicated that if
there is a decision to pass a by-law, it should deal with
different firearms and different areas separately and should
make exceptions for gun clubs and controlled hunts.

Dick Stewart 
Gemini Crescent
Sudbury

Dick Stewart indicated he is the past president of Sudbury
Games & Fish Protective Association.  They have a shooting
range on their property and club members are concerned that
a new by-law may infringe on their activities.  The club is 
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Dick Stewart 
Gemini Crescent
Sudbury (continued)

governed by the regulations of the Chief Firearms Officer.  He
indicated that people are moving into the area of their property
and they are concerned this will jeopardize their situation.  If a
by-law is passed, he feels signs should be posted to indicate
no discharge areas.  Also, traditional hunting areas in the City
of Greater Sudbury should be identified.  Hunters will be upset
if areas where they have hunted for years become no
discharge areas.

Rolly Coulombe
Cuthbertson Drive
Lively

Rolly Coulombe indicated that it will be hard to develop one for
the whole City of Greater Sudbury.  He feels things should
remain the way they are.

Dan Johnson
Chicago Line Road
Worthington

Don Johnson has been a bear guide for over 20 years.  He
baits bears in the City of Greater Sudbury.  He indicated most
of his concerns have already been covered; however, he is
concerned this will affect his guiding business.

Kevin Moxam
Kusk Road
Whitefish

Kevin Moxam indicated that the proposed by-law will make the
City of Greater Sudbury a restrictive City.  People move to the
outskirts and people move to the Sudbury area to enjoy
hunting and fishing and the proposed by-law will take this away
from them.  He is also concerned about how the proposed by-
law will affect the gun clubs and skeet clubs.  Also, he
indicated that there is archery in some schools and this
proposed by-law would prevent this activity.  If hunting is
restricted in the Sudbury area, it will affect shop owners who
cater to the hunting community economically.  He asked if the
public would have a chance to view the proposed by-law
before it goes to City Council and asked if it would be sent to
interested parties.  

The Chair advised that the Task Force’s report to Council
would be made available to the public before it is brought to
Council for a vote.  It could be made available at the Citizen
Service Centres.

Councillor Bradley advised that this matter would be brought
back to the public before it is brought to City Council for a vote
at which time the public can provide additional input.

Mark Laberge
Windy Lake

Mark Laberge indicated that he also attended the public input
meeting in Chelmsford.  He indicated that he only heard one
person speak in favour of stronger by-laws and more
restrictions.
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Randy Skippen
Garson-Coniston
Road, Garson

Randy Skiffen indicated that areas around rifle ranges should
not be allowed to be developed for safety reasons.  He feels
that distances can be different depending on whether or not
the hunter is aware of where a dwelling is located.  He also
feels that the Walden area should not be so restrictive.  He is
a member of the army reserve and moved from Timmins three
and one-half years ago.  Members of the army reserve in
Timmins come to Burwash to shoot as they could not find a
safe place in the Timmins area.  If the laws are too restrictive,
people will not come to the Sudbury area.  He also feels that
if, the laws are too restrictive, there will be an increase in
animal-vehicle strikes, geese population and bear population.

Jeff Laberge
Oakridge Road
Lively

Jeff Laberge indicated he is a member of Ducks Limited, Nickel
District Skeet Club and several other organizations.  He grew
up in the Sudbury area, moved to Toronto for three years and
came back because of family and lifestyle.  He feels the
proposed by-law is following Southern Ontario rules and
Greater Sudbury is a unique area and does not want to see it
jeopardized.  He also feels there is no need for a by-law as
present provincial and federal regulations cover unlawful use
of firearms.  His first recommendation is to have no by-law.
His second recommendation is to deal with each firearms
individually.

It was requested that copies of the Task Force’s report be sent
to all hunting and fishing associations.

Dan Canapini Dan Canapini indicated that distance is irrelevant in the woods.

Joe Lapierre
Penache Lake Road
Whitefish

Joe Lapierre asked if there will be a time limit when the Task
Force’s report is brought back to the public and a decision is
made.  He would like a period of thirty days.

Closing Remarks Dr. Stinson advised that minutes of each of the public input
meetings will be provided to the Task Force who will review all
comments and make a report to Council.  He expressed
appreciation to those present for their attendance and input at
this meeting.

Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

                                                                                                                               
Dr. Darren Stinson, Chair Franca Bortolussi, Recording Secretary
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