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CITY OF GREATER SUDBURY FIREARMS REGULATION TASK FORCE
INFORMATION SESSION AND PUBLIC INPUT

WARD 3

Valley East Citizen Service Centre Thursday, September 8, 2005
4100 Elmview Drive, Hanmer Commencement: 7:00 p.m.

Chair ROY POLSKY, MEMBER, FIREARMS REGULATION TASK
FORCE, CHAIR

Present Councillor Bradley, Member, Firearms Regulation Task Force;
M. Pilon, Member, Firearms Regulation Task Force; G. Lampi,
Member, Firearms Regulation Task Force 

Councillor Rivest - Ward 3

City Officials F. Bortolussi, Planning Committee Secretary

Welcome and
Opening Remarks

Roy Polsky welcomed the approximately twenty-five (25)
people in attendance and advised the purpose of the meeting
was to give the public an opportunity to provide comments and
suggestions on the proposed by-law to regulate the discharge
of firearms and other weapons in the City of Greater Sudbury.

PUBLIC INPUT

Submissions were heard in the order that they appeared on
the Speaker’s List.

Les Henderson
Fire Route O
Azilda

Les Henderson indicated he had an objection to the
requirements regarding the appointment to the advisory board
having to be a member of the Federation of Anglers and
Hunters.  He indicated that, at this time of year, there are a lot
of shotgun blasts in the area.  He stated that he is not anti-
hunting and feels there are compromises to arrive at an
amicable resolution.  He lives on a private road which he
maintains and has had hunters trespass onto his property.  He
feels people are hunting freely on private property without
permission and there is no enforcement of the laws.

Robert Allen
Hanmer

Robert Allen indicated he is a past president of the Ontario
Federation of Anglers and Hunters.  He feels the by-law is
written very poorly and questioned some definitions in the
proposed by-law (i.e. bow, dwelling) and feels the definitions
in the proposed by-law should be the same as federal and 
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Robert Allen
Hanmer (continued)

provincial definitions.  He indicated that bow is not considered
a firearm under federal definition and feels that hunt camps
should be exempt.  He further indicated that hunting is already
heavily regulated and should not be made more complex.  He
understands that people are concerned with trespassing and
feels the onus is on the hunting community to educate people.

Gerald Babin
Wilfred Street
Hanmer

Gerald Babin indicated he was a gun safety instructor and has
hunted all his life.  He feels the proposed by-law is more of a
noise by-law than a firearms discharge by-law.  He feels a rifle
is different than a shotgun or bow which is not reflected in the
proposed by-law and suggested a distance of 100 yards for a
bow and 200 yards for a shotgun and allowing certain firearms
in certain areas.  He stated there are problems now with
trespassing that can not be enforced and questioned the
enforcement of additional laws.  He feels 1/4 mile for shotguns
and bows is an adequate distance.

The Speakers’ List now complete, the Chair asked if there was
anyone present who wished to address the Task Force.

Dan Bazinet
Dixon Lake Road
Hanmer

Dan Bazinet indicated he lives in a remote area; his home
originally being a hunt camp.  He wants a reasonable decision
concerning the proposed by-law and feels treating bows and
high powered rifles the same is not common sense. He wants
to make sure that these public meetings are really for the
public’s input to the Task Force for their consideration when
making recommendations regarding the proposed by-law and
not only because they are required by legislation. 

Al Dzuirban
Lincoln Crescent
Capreol

Al Dzuirban asked whether “regulating” in the proposed by-law
meant “prohibiting” which would take away his right to defend
his property.  Under the proposed by-law, he would not be able
to use his bow which he has for the past thirty years.  He can
understand if it is in the old City but, not in Capreol, where he
feels it would be more of a prohibiting by-law rather than a
regulating by-law.  

Roy Polsky and Councillor Bradley advised him that his rights
would not be taken away.

Gilbert Labre
Blezard Valley

Gilbert Labre has a farm in the Valley and shoots coyotes, etc.
that come onto his property as he has lost many chickens.
Although he was compensated $1,000, he lost 700 chickens
or $10,000.  Any by-law should allow for the defence of one’s
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Gilbert Labre
Blezard Valley
(continued)

property.  Also, he feels there are already many laws and sees
no reason for additional laws.  Existing laws should be
enforced.  If a by-law is passed, he feel there should be
something in it to allow farmers to protect their livestock.

Michel Pilon advised that the task force did not write the
proposed by-law.  He did advise that Section 31 of the Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Act provides for the protection of
property. 

Rick Clouthier
Capreol

Rick Clouthier advised he is teaching his two sons how to
shoot a pellet gun at a local gravel pit.  He advised there are
many children with pellet guns in the area and therefore all
firearms should not be classified together.  

Mark Aubin
Theresa Street
Hanmer

Mark Aubin feels it is a question of zoning.  He has been deer
hunting on a friend’s property east of Whitefish which is zoned
rural seasonal.  He feels the area is wilderness and there is no
danger to anyone.  He has also been hunting on the farm for
years and can see the house in the background.  The
proposed by-law would prevent this hunting.

Brian Dzuirban
Sudbury

Brian Dzuirban indicated he is an avid mountain biker.  He has
biked all around the City of Greater Sudbury and finds each
area has its own characteristics.  He has never had any
problems with firearms or hunters.  He feels the proposed by-
law could put all areas under the same umbrella.  People
choose where to live depending on their personal interests.  All
areas should not be lumped together because of the variety of
characteristics within the City.

Chris Lachance
Val Caron

Chris Lachance is a trapper and has a license to trap.  Part of
his trapping is to get rid of pests which have to be dispensed
with on the property and the proposed by-law would disallow.
He feels enforcement is an issue regarding trespassing after
dark, as people do not respect the laws currently in place. 

Jean-Marie Theriault
Hanmer

Jean-Marie Theriault asked the task force to correct the
proposed by-law.  As some areas of the City of Greater
Sudbury are rural and some are urban, he feels that different
areas should have different regulations.

Gerard Aubin Gerard Babin stated he is a member of the Sudbury District
Kennel Club which purchased, along with the Sudbury Skeet
Club, a 160-acre parcel of land in Worthington.  The land was



PUBLIC INPUT & INFORMATION SESSION - FIREARMS REGULATION TASK FORCE 2005-09-08 IV

Gerard Aubin
(continued)

purchased for skeet shooting,  train dogs and hunt pheasants.
He is concerned how the proposed by-law will affect these
activities.  He stated that a competition was held on this
property which was the largest in Canada and USA.  The
proposed by-law would end their activities.

Councillor Bradley requested that Mr. Aubin send his concerns
to the task force in writing.

Sean McGlade Sean McGlade lives in Hanmer and has a camp in Rathbun
Township.  He feels distances have to be deal with in this
proposed by-law.

Councillor Andre
Rivest, Ward 3

Councillor Rivest stated that, although all areas are part of the
City of Greater Sudbury, all areas should not be imposed with
the same regulations.  He indicated people in agricultural
areas do not want to lose their rights for agricultural activities.
He stated that this would also apply to people in rural as some
have agricultural uses.

Andre Bertrand
Hanmer

Andre Bertrand indicated he hunts on the back of his property.
He was concerned that a decision would be made without the
public.  He wants to be certain that the public’s concerns are
taken into account when a decision is made.  He asked that,
if the task force developed a by-law similar to existing
provincial and federal regulations, would they realize there was
no need for a by-law.

Councillor Bradley confirmed that the task force will look
closely at the public comments.  He also indicated that there
will be another public meeting at Tom Davies Square before
the report goes to City Council.

Les Henderson
Azilda

Les Henderson stated that there is a by-law in force and,
whether it is obeyed or not, it is a mental reminder to the
public.  He feels this is not only a safety issue.  He does not
want to be walking on his property with his children and see a
hunter on the property carrying an animal he shot.  People
should have respect for others.  He feels a by-law will not be
enforced.

Bill McCaffrey
Hanmer

Bill McCaffrey stated that one of the reasons he stayed in
Sudbury is because of lifestyle - the outdoors with hunting and
fishing.  It is a form of relaxation.  This is a big attraction for the
residents of Sudbury and for people who come to Sudbury.  He
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Bill McCaffrey
Hanmer (continued)

feels the proposed by-law could be so restrictive as to cause
people to consider leaving.  He feels federal and provincial
regulations are sufficient.  He also feels it makes a difference
in which direction someone is shooting.  He stated that if the
neighbours are informed, and the shooting is in a safe
direction, this activity would be safe.  He stated that most
hunters are ethical who follow all the laws and regulations in a
safe and legal manner.

Closing Remarks Dr. Stinson advised that minutes of each of the public input
meetings will be provided to the Task Force who will review all
comments and make a report to Council.  He expressed
appreciation to those present for their attendance and input at
this meeting.

Adjournment The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

                                                                                                                               
Dr. Darren Stinson, Chair Franca Bortolussi, Recording Secretary
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