
Why Sudbury Needs a Why Sudbury Needs a 
Cosmetic Pesticide BylawCosmetic Pesticide Bylaw



1.Begin an aggressive education campaign aimed 
at teaching citizens about the alternatives to 
and dangers of cosmetic pesticides.

2.Create and implement a municipal bylaw 
which would dictate a total ban on the use of 
cosmetic pesticides within the City of Greater 
Sudbury due to their health and environmental 
risks.  This ban would encompass lawn and 
garden care products used by the City, 
businesses (including golf courses and lawn 
care companies) and private residents.



Definitions:Definitions:

Pesticide:  “Pesticide:  “any substance other than a any substance other than a 
substance derived from plants, plant extracts or substance derived from plants, plant extracts or 
microbial pest control agents, which is microbial pest control agents, which is 
intended to: (a) control, destroy, reduce, or intended to: (a) control, destroy, reduce, or 
repel, directly or indirectly, an animal, plant or repel, directly or indirectly, an animal, plant or 
other organism which is harmful or annoying other organism which is harmful or annoying 
to a human being; or (b) inhibit or prevent the to a human being; or (b) inhibit or prevent the 
growth of plants.”growth of plants.”



Cosmetic: Used for nonCosmetic: Used for non--essential, essential, 
aesthetic purposes. aesthetic purposes. 



Myth: Pesticides have no real Myth: Pesticides have no real 
detrimental effect on the environmentdetrimental effect on the environment



Reality: Pesticides negatively impact Reality: Pesticides negatively impact 
the environment in many waysthe environment in many ways



Myth: Only fringe environmentalists Myth: Only fringe environmentalists 
support bylawssupport bylaws



Reality: The Canadian Medical Reality: The Canadian Medical 
community is actively supportive of community is actively supportive of 
bylawsbylaws



Among those associations actively lobbying for Among those associations actively lobbying for 
pesticide bans are:pesticide bans are:

Children’s Hospital of Eastern OntarioChildren’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario
Registered Nurses Association of OntarioRegistered Nurses Association of Ontario
Ontario College of Family PhysiciansOntario College of Family Physicians
The Ontario Public Health AssociationThe Ontario Public Health Association
The Association of Early Childhood EducatorsThe Association of Early Childhood Educators
Canadian Cancer SocietyCanadian Cancer Society
Local medical communities such as Toronto,Local medical communities such as Toronto,
Halifax and OttawaHalifax and Ottawa
Canadian Association of Physicians for theCanadian Association of Physicians for the
Environment (CAPE)Environment (CAPE)



2006:2006:
•• 113 bylaws currently in place (including 113 bylaws currently in place (including 

Toronto, Vancouver, Halifax)Toronto, Vancouver, Halifax)
•• 12 more bylaws are at the draft stage12 more bylaws are at the draft stage
•• Quebec provinceQuebec province--wide ban of 20 activewide ban of 20 active

pesticide ingredientspesticide ingredients
•• 11 million Canadians protected (35% of11 million Canadians protected (35% of

population)population)



Myth: Pesticide bylaws are an Myth: Pesticide bylaws are an 
infringement on personal rightsinfringement on personal rights



Reality: The Supreme Court of Reality: The Supreme Court of 
Canada rulings prove this to be false.  Canada rulings prove this to be false.  
Rather, they invoke the precautionary Rather, they invoke the precautionary 
principle as a guide in determining principle as a guide in determining 
what our rights are.what our rights are.



Precautionary principle:  “When an Precautionary principle:  “When an 
activity poses a threat to human activity poses a threat to human 
health or the environment, health or the environment, 
precautionary measuresprecautionary measures should be should be 
taken, even when the cause and effect taken, even when the cause and effect 
relationship are not fully established relationship are not fully established 
scientifically.”scientifically.”



Myth:Myth: If pesticides were unsafe, If pesticides were unsafe, 
Federal or Provincial governments Federal or Provincial governments 
would ban themwould ban them



Reality: Testing of pesticides is Reality: Testing of pesticides is 
insufficientinsufficient



What is not tested:What is not tested:

Pesticide mixtures Pesticide mixtures -- Only “active” Only “active” 
ingredients are tested on an individual basis.  ingredients are tested on an individual basis.  
No testing done to determine the safety of No testing done to determine the safety of 
products where active ingredients are mixed products where active ingredients are mixed 
together and with “inert” substances.together and with “inert” substances.



What is not tested:What is not tested:

Pesticide mixtures Pesticide mixtures -- Only “active” Only “active” 
ingredients are tested on an individual basis.  ingredients are tested on an individual basis.  
No testing done to determine the safety of No testing done to determine the safety of 
products where active ingredients are mixed products where active ingredients are mixed 
together and with “inert” substances. together and with “inert” substances. 
Cumulative effects Cumulative effects -- No testing is done to No testing is done to 
ascertain what happens when humans/animals ascertain what happens when humans/animals 
are exposed to multiple toxins over an are exposed to multiple toxins over an 
extended period of time.extended period of time.



What is not tested:What is not tested:

Pesticide mixtures Pesticide mixtures -- Only “active” Only “active” 
ingredients are tested on an individual basis.  ingredients are tested on an individual basis.  
No testing done to determine the safety of No testing done to determine the safety of 
products where active ingredients are mixed products where active ingredients are mixed 
together and with “inert” substances.together and with “inert” substances.
Cumulative effects Cumulative effects -- No testing is done to No testing is done to 
ascertain what happens when ascertain what happens when 
humans/animals are exposed to multiple humans/animals are exposed to multiple 
toxins over an extended period of time.toxins over an extended period of time.
Synergistic effects Synergistic effects -- No testing is done to No testing is done to 
ascertain what happens when chemicals mix ascertain what happens when chemicals mix 
in the environment and in our bodies.in the environment and in our bodies.



Myth: Pesticide bylaws do not workMyth: Pesticide bylaws do not work



Reality: Education campaigns without Reality: Education campaigns without 
bylaws do not workbylaws do not work



Myth: We need pesticides to keep our Myth: We need pesticides to keep our 
lawns and gardens attractive and weed lawns and gardens attractive and weed 
freefree



Reality: Banning cosmetic pesticides Reality: Banning cosmetic pesticides 
does not mean the end of weeddoes not mean the end of weed--free free 
lawns.  Many healthy alternatives do lawns.  Many healthy alternatives do 
exist. Banning pesticides means exist. Banning pesticides means 
healthier lawns, healthier people, and healthier lawns, healthier people, and 
healthier communities.healthier communities.



ThankThank--you!you!


